
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 Who we are 

 

 What we do 

Arlete Sogorb 

Lisbon Zoo 

President, EAAM 



European Association 

for Aquatic Mammals 
 

• 20 Zoological Parks in 10 EU Member 

States exhibiting aquatic mammals 

(additional members outside Europe) 

 

• All members inspected and accredited 

in accordance with EAAM Standards 

 

• Many are members and accredited by 

both EAAM and the European 

Association of Zoos and Aquariums 

(EAZA) 

 

• Cooperate with the Alliance of Marine 

Mammal Parks and Aquariums 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
EAAM Zoos are licensed according 
to the EU Zoo Directive. 
 
Zoo Directive obligations: 
 
1) Appropriate facilities and care; 
 
2) Conservation, including 

research and breeding; 
 

3) Public education and 
awareness about species 
exhibited and their habitats. 

 
 



   EAAM: 21 million visitors  

+ Alliance: another 40 million 

  61 million visitors per year! 

 

Marine mammal parks are powerful 

tools for public engagement.  

 

Studies have shown that personal experiences at 

zoos can increase concern for endangered species 

and motivate positive conservation behaviour. 



Marine Litter in European 

Seas:  Social Awareness 

and CO-Responsibility 







World Oceans Month 

2015 
 

Collective public 

education and 

engagement campaign to 

clean up and prevent 

marine debris for the 

benefit of marine 

mammal species. 



Marine Debris 
Join the fight. Become the solution. 

#DebrisFreeSea 



1) Educational materials 

 

2) Social media campaign 

 

3) Local action, e.g. clean ups 

 

4) Promotion of Marine Debris Tracker 



WHAT is Marine Debris? 
• Marine debris is trash that 

has entered the ocean. Most 

of this trash comes from the 

land, and through wind or 

city drainage systems has 

ended up in the sea.  

 

• Many types of marine 

debris are from fishing gear 

including nets, line, and 

hooks.  

 



WHERE Does Marine Debris COME From? 



WHERE Does Marine Debris GO? 
Marine debris becomes caught in the ocean currents and eventually swirls into 

huge garbage islands in each ocean where it photodegrades into pieces so small 

that it can no longer be seen, and it can be eaten by everything.  

 
 

Fact:   Marine 

water samples 

contain 6 times 

more plastic than 

plankton.   

 

Fact:  On average, 

there are 5000 bits 

of plastic per cubic 

meter of sand.       
Source [1]  



WHEN Will Marine Debris GO AWAY? 

Marine debris can 

last for more than 

500 years. 

 

Plastic marine 

debris does not 

biodegrade and 

may remain in the 

ocean FOREVER. 

 



How Does Marine Debris IMPACT Marine Mammals? 
Entanglement  

and  

Ingestion 



 

Clean Up 

 

Disentangle 

 

Rescue 

 

Release 

 

 

WHAT are the AMMPA and EAAM DOING about Marine Debris? 







What Can YOU Do About Marine Debris? 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
• Reduce your use of disposable items  

• Choose reusable items when possible 

• Recycle plastics if you must use them at all 

• Drink tap water instead of bottled water, when possible. 

Cut the Loop 
• Cut any loops of rubber bands and six-pack-rings before putting them into waste. 

Tidy Up 
• Join clean- up activities in your local area. 

• Track your hard work with the Marine Debris Tracking app.  

Spread the Word 

• Share your knowledge with others. 

• Tell the world using the social media hashtag #DebrisFreeSea 

 Source: CMS 



Be the SOLUTION With Your Friends! 

Imagine that you pick up some trash on 

your way to school, while half way 

around the world another family cleans 

up the beach. Imagine the impact we’re 

all having together! No matter where we 

are, let’s track it TOGETHER… 

 
Download the Marine Debris Tracker app and join a team: 

 

In Europe: Join Team EAAM (password: monkseal) 

 

Outside of Europe: Join Team Alliance (password: dolphin) 

 

http://www.marinedebris.engr.uga.edu/
http://www.marinedebris.engr.uga.edu/


SHARE What You’ve Learned With Your Friends! 

Send a Tweet! 

Take a Selfie! 

Tell a Friend! 

Go Viral! 

#DebrisFreeSea 



 Certificate of Commitment 
 
 

I, __________________, hereby commit to take action for the benefit of 

oceans and the marine mammals that live in them. I will: 

 

 1) Reduce, reuse and recycle 

 2) Cut the loop 

 3) Tidy up 

 4) Spread the word 
 

________________ 
Date and Place of Commitment     

 

 

 



 

 
“In the end we will conserve only what we love; 

we will love only what we understand;  
and we will understand only  
what we have been taught.” 

 
Baba Dioum 

 
 

Thank you for 

your attention! 


