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MESSAGE FROM GUADELOUPE

Considering the Luropean Commizsion Communication COM (2012) 287: The outermost regions of

the Luropean Linion: towards a portnersidp for smort, sustainable ond inclusive growth;

Recalling Outermast Reglons (ORs) policies and actions;

Considering the Council Decislon 7013/ 755/ EU on the esocction of the overseas countries and

territories with the Curopean Uindon;

Recalling Overseas Countries ond Territories {OC Ts) policies ond octions:

Recalling the recommendations of the Message from Reunion Island in J008;

Recalling the islands Decloration an Ciimate Change of the intemational Conference in Lo Réundon

in J014;

Recalling the declaration of the Third intemational Conference on Small islend Developing States

in Samoa in 2014;

Recalling the UN Strotegic Plon on Bisdhversity 301 1- 2020 and its Aichi Targets adopted by decision

Xi2 of the Convention on Blologicol Diversity (CBD), in particolar Aicki Torget 10, as well o=

decisions X/ 13 and X1/15, and dedisions of CBD COP 12 on Ecosystem Conservation and Restoration

and on Blodieersity and Climate Change ond Discsber Risk Reduction;

hcdﬂ:qlﬁlnmdtdmsd the Intergovernmentsl Ponel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the United
Fi k Lo ion on Climate Chonge (UNFCCC) and Land Lee, Land-LUise Chenge and'

Forestry (LULUCF) decisions;

Recalling the EU Emvdronmental and Climate framework and more particularfy, the EU Biodiversity

strizteqy (COM{011) 244), the EL adaptation stroteqy (COM{2013) 214) and the EU lnvasive Allen

Species regulation (FE-COMS 700 14

Recalling member stotes” policles ond efforts;

Recalling the Cotonow agreements from 2000;

Taking into account that the Ofs and OCTs are part of Blodieersty hotspots of inbemational
importance with their regions and that they shore common cholienges in terms of bisdiversity and
climate dhange;

Acknowledging the critical value the ORs and LTS add to environmente! wealth with
their unigue and diverse econgstems providing fundamendtol vitol ecological services to the
local populations, o5 well os to the looal, national, regdonal and Lurcpean economies;

Alerted by the umprecedented loss of biodiversity and hence natwral copétal, the Hareat of imvashve
species, the impact of climate change and human related activities on the natursl environment
and the sustaineble development and economies of the ORs and OCTs;

Comvinced that the of actions in the field of inabd 17 af e

and ecologiosl and services, EnErTY, inabi) ond comservation
af blodfeersity, mmmmmmmmﬂmmqumu
change in the ORs and OCTs;

Taking into occount he charocteristics of eoch ferritory, national development priorities and
indivicel government's cire es and legizlation of ORs and OCTs;

The CED Exscutive Seoretary, the French Mamister for Eoology, Sustainable Development and Energy
and thee French Minister of Overseas termitonss, special emvoy of the French President for the
protection of the planet, the President of the Regional Council of Guadsloupe, the Deputy Prenvier
and Minister for Natural Rescurces and Labour of the British Yirgin kslands Government, the high-
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MESSAGE DE LA GUADELOUPE

L'nil.'rﬂfmt la communication d¢ [0 Commission swopdemne COM (2012) 287 @ Les réghons
de { Linlon swropdenne | vers un porfenarfad pouwr une crolssance [ndefligents,

ﬂnﬂlﬂlﬂ:l’lﬂﬂ
Rappeiant i podltigues ef acrian des réghans wlirapeé iphdrigues (HLF)
Consférant ba décision v Cansell 20120755/ LE sur de’a!ﬁmdupq:c: territoires doutre-mer
(PTOM) avec |'Unlon eurapéenne;
Rappelant &5 polltigues et actions des pays ef territalres dodtre-mer;
Rappelant les recommandedions du Message de ['Ne de Lo Réwndon en 2008;
Rappeiant la Déclaration des Nes sor &3 changements ciimarlques de la Conférence [ntermationale
e Lo Réunan en 2014;
Rappelant [0 décioration de o frolfdme Confédrence Intermationale des pefts Erats Insulafres en
ﬂﬂmﬂmﬂ 2014;

fant e Plan des Noti Unfes sur o diversitd blaloglque 2011-2030 ef ses
-ﬂlhcdl"iﬂ'ﬁfmdmMh“ﬂ!i]ﬂhfﬂ'ﬂmﬂﬂrhﬂmﬂhﬂmﬂ“fm L]
particutier [Oidectf dAichl 80, oinsd que les déclstons X722 er XI5, ef les déckdons de (o
douriéme conférence des Parfes de la Comvention sur la diversitd bologique (CD8 COP 12] nov [
conservedtion ef restouration des drosystémes ef sur o diversitd biologique, changements
ciimariques et réduction des risques de catastropie;

(ECHUEC] swr JUdibaton des Terres, le Changemend d'Affectarfon des Terres ef (o Foresterle
UTCATF);

Rappelant e codre politigue de [Uiekon ewepdemse (UE) en matfére o'emdronnement ef de
changement ciimarigue et plus particpiidrement [0 strardgle de (UE sur la blodlversité & ['horizom
A0 (COMIOTT) 244 fmali2), la stratége de |UE relotive 4 (odaptation ou changement
cilmatigue (COM2013) 218 f:l.ru.l.lctll Mmmmm uﬂu:ﬂ'-‘l Iz préwention et & o gestion

de IMntroduction et de la prapag JPE-CONS 700 T4}
num:nmﬂnm!rﬁwﬂlucrfmdﬂﬂmunmhﬁ
lant (&5 e o e JO0E;

Frenant en compre le falt gue [es AUF er les FTOM, avec les pays, Epars er rerritolres de [eurs
emirennements réglonaux, font partfe de polnts chewds de  Bloodhersitd  JImportance
Internationale (hat spods) ef qulis font face & des défls communs en matkdre de blodiversitd ef de
changement climatigue;

mmnummmmﬂnrﬂmwmu o richesse
Mrrmmummﬂﬁmumwﬂdﬂmufmdu

servicer frploglgues fondamentauy f Wiowr duw populotions locales, alnsl guioux éronomies
locaies, matiovdles, réghonales 6f FLMIDeEnnes;

Alertds por o perfe de blodWversitd sans précddent ef en consdguence du capleal maturel, o
menoce [l oux espéces exofigues emveliissandes, ['lmpoct du chameement climatloue ef des
activitds humalnes sur lemdronnemens notwrel, le développement durable ef les dconomies des
RLIP &r ges FTOM;

Comalnous que [ promedfon daciions dans (25 domelnes de o geston durabde des doasystlmes ef
des blers & services drodogfaues, de Mdnergle duvable, de (o gestion durable et d2 [0 comservation
de lo Blodhversitd, de lo réduction des risgues de cotasirophe, contribuerald & lodgptation ef &
Fobtdmiation oo changement cllmatigue dons les FUIP ¢ FTOM;




Tackling biodiversity loss

Strategic orientations:

= Better connect the efforts of ORs, OCTs and their regions by facilitating regional
projects, (i.e. lionfish in the Caribbean);

> Ensure incorporation of the ORs and OCTs information in the existing databases and
analysis at all levels - including the European Environment Agency (EEA) -, with
dedicated datasets and reports.

Operational actions:

Develop common indicators for the ORs and OCTs to increase the knowledge base
(as recognized in the 7™ EU Environment Action Programme) by building on local
initiatives, already existing indicators, ensuring the necessary resources to
collect any additional data, and establishing a reporting system for the EU on the
biodiversity status of the ORs and OCTs;

Take into account the effectiveness of some best management practice
examples such as for fisheries, key habitats identification, invasive species
control, key species translocation or reintroduction, and habitat restoration in
ORs and OCTs, and promote international and regional cooperation in the
implementation of management measures;

Support the strengthening of the protected area systems in the ORs and OCTs
with the aim of i) increasing their ecological representativeness, ii) networking
at regional level, iii) fostering ecological connectivity and iv) improving their
management effectiveness, taking into account prerogatives of managers, the
competences of local governments, the role of civil society;

Assess the status of habitats and species to stop/prevent their destruction;
identify and share best practices on protected areas and conservation of taxa

including wild species, domesticated varieties/cultivars/races (agrodiversity),
and species of cultural importance (ethnodiversity), in order to:

o Establish lists of regionally ecologically important and threatened habitats
and taxa and prioritise based on accepted methodologies inveolving all
stakeholders, taking into account traditional knowledge and
ethnobiodiversity;

o Develop action/management plans for the species and habitats that are
most endangered, or have high ecological/conservation values, and provide
them with legally protected status;

o Putin place effective legal compliance mechanisms;

o Mobilize expertise for less known taxa (fungi, mosses, etc.);

Stop overexploitation of marine and terrestrial resources;

o ORs and OCTs should actively engage in, and member states should accede
to, relevant international/regional agresments/protocols and partnerships
on biediversity;

o Support the creation of fisheries management bodies where they do not yet
exist, such as the decision for WECAFC (Western Central Atlantic Fishery
Commission) to become a management body instead of advisory body;

Promote programs/projects on “ecosystem connectivity” through regional and
international cooperation, involving all stakeholders, by developing or supporting
networks for managers in the ORs and OCTs;

Extend European tools, platforms, databases and observatories to the ORs and
OCTs in order to better monitor the status of biodiversity and threats;

Implement/develop 1AS (invasive alien species) strategies at the local and
regional level including the elaboration of 1AS alert lists, control methods, early
warning systems at the local and regional level to prevent introduction and
spread;

Support restoration of degraded/contaminated areas in the ORs, OCTs and in
their regions, with an emphasis on the principle of ecological
compensation/offset and innovative solutions, and highly prioritize the use of
indigenous species;

Prioritise species to be restored based on scientific or societal criteria involving
all stakeholders.




Building Resilience

Recognizing that it is critical for ORs and OCTs to build their resilience to global changes
and achieve a ‘low carbon’ economy by 2050:

Strategic orientations:

> Support the energy transition in the ORs and OCTs and in their regions;

> |dentify and adopt no-regret measures through inter alia, enhancing energy
efficiency, improving public transport, and protecting and restoring ecosystems,
regardless of the remaining uncertainties of specific local climate change impacts.

Operational actions:

Define strategies and allocate adequate time and resources for the identification
and engagement of stakeholders;

o]

Develop greater awareness of and information on climate change impacts
in the ORs and QCTs, with an emphasis on explaining exposure to risks
and vulnerability among local populations, and increasing the
understanding of ecosystem resilience and the cost efficiency of nature-
based solutions;

Support labelling, awareness raising and materials certification across
ORs and OCTs in order to shift consumption to a more sustainable level;

Reflect EU targets on emission reductions and renewable energy in ORs and OCTs
including by:

o]

Aiming to contribute to the collective target of C0; reduction adopted by
the European Council on 23 QOctober 2014 (Conclusion on 2030 Climate
and Energy Policy Framework (SN 79/14)) and;

Building the framework for collaboration in the establishment and
achievement of individual emission reduction and energy targets as a
contribution to the whole;

Pursue an energy transition through achieving energy savings, transitioning to
renewable energy sources, and increasing energy autonomy in the ORs and OCTs
and encouraging cooperation with their neighbouring countries including by:

]

Developing clean transport systems and public transport in order to
reduce emissions and private car use;

Supporting the adoption of innovative renewable energy technologies;

Ensuring that use and sourcing of biofuel and biomass energy is
sustainable;

+ Consider an ‘Islands adapt and mitigate initiative’ that would include nature-
based solutions and that capitalises on and further strengthens existing
initiatives such as the Pact of Isles, BEST (voluntary scheme for Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services in Territories of European Overseas), GLISPA (Global Island
Partnership) and the Samoa Pathway by :

o Developing integrated management approaches for biodiversity vis-a-vis
climate change in the ORs, the OCTs and in their regions;

o Elaborating strategies to address the projected impact of climate change
on water resources and the availability of fresh water for people and
biodiversity;

o Assessing key species and ecosystems to identify those that can be used
as specific indicators for ORs and OCTs vulnerable to climate change;

« Enhance collaboration between ORs and OCTs and their regions with regards to
the application of tools for the valuation of ecosystem services, assessing
vulnerability, and the transfer of renewable energy and waste management
technologies;

« Build capacity to support the development of clear messages targeting
communities and other stakeholders on research findings related to the key
drivers of vulnerability to climate changes among biodiversity at the local level.




Developing Green &Blue Economy

Strategic orientations:

= Urgently prioritise and finance environmental sustainability of the ORs’ and OCTs’
economic sectors (e.g. tourism, agriculture, forestry, aguaculture, fisheries, mining,
energy, construction...) through innovation and diversification;

> Develop a vision and international support for the ORs and OCTs combined marine
domain, of international importance, by promoting ecologically sustainable uses of
the marine environment, fostering local governance and supporting spatial planning
in the ORs and OCTs;

> Promote access to resources and equitable benefit sharing for ORs" and OCTS’
populations.

Operational actions:

+ Develop nature-based solutions and ecosystem services approaches (e.g.
assessment, valuation, and certification) as tools supporting public policies, e.g.
for awareness, decision support;

+ Develop sustainable financing mechanisms and incentives such as payment for
ecosystem services, while favouring the convergence of methods; =

+ Foster ecological transition via circular economy, enabling small and medium
enterprises to create jobs, generate wellbeing and increase self-sufficiency;

+ Support marine spatial planning, monitoring and surveillance in the ORs, OCTs
and neighbouring countries.




Thank you for your
. kind attention




