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• pollinators contribute 18% to oilseed rape 
yield and 20% to market value  
(Bommarco et al. 2012) 
 

• need for insect pollination different for 
different rapeseed varieties 
(Hudewenz et al. 2013) 



• oilseed rape is visited by many different 
pollinators, with bees playing an important role 
(Garratt et al. 2014, and Garratt 2013) 

 



Species richness declines and biotic homogenisation have slowed down for NW‐European 
pollinators and plants – Carvalheiro et al, Ecology Letters, Volume 16, Issue 7,  pages 870–878, 
July 2013 



• Swedish study - harmful impacts on wild bees (but 
not honeybees) in real fields. Does this mean 
neonicotinoids are causing widespread declines in 
bee populations? 
(Rundlöf et al. 2015) 

 
• Study published in August in Nature - impact of 

neonicotinoid use on oilseed rape on both food 
production and pollinators 
(Budge et al. 2015)  
 

– neonicotinoid use reduces farmers’ use of 
foliar insecticide sprays 



• significant 
benefits to UK 
oilseed rape yields 
as a result of 
neonicotinoid use. 
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Integrated Pest 
Management Plans  
 
- 9,400 farmers 
- 2.6 million hectares of 
UK farmland 
 





CFE partnership:  

– AIC, AICC, CAAV, CLA, GWCT, LEAF, NFU, Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds RSPB, 
DEFRA, Environment Agency, Natural 
England, The Wildlife Trusts. 

Audiences:  

– farmers, growers, agronomists, advisers, 
agricultural supply trade 

CFE Overview: Who is involved? 



Leadership 

Ownership 

Why CFE? 

Resilient growing & farming businesses 



Campaign for the Farmed Environment (CFE) 
 

• 2013 - 677,000ha unpaid CFE environmental 
measures benefitting pollinators (including 
nearly 2000ha each of wildflower mix, pollen 
and nectar mix, and flower-rich temporary 
grass) 

 
• 2014/2015 – over 70 CFE on-farm events / 

training days, reaching around 1500 farmers 
and advisers 
 

 



CFE Resources 



Completed by 132 farm advisers 
 



Campaign for the Farmed Environment (CFE) 
 

• 2014 - seed for 443 ha of annual flowers 
 

• 2015 - seed for 450 ha of a spring-sown flower 
mix, 350 ha of an autumn-sown mix, and 200 
ha of a field margin mix providing pollen and 
nectar 
 

 



Government agri-environment schemes 
 
- > 140,000 ha of measures that have taken areas out of crop 

production, to create areas that benefits bees such as nectar 
and wild bird seed mixtures 

 
- > 380,000 km of hedgerow, ditch and boundary measures that 

will also benefit pollinating insects 
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