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Forests: 30% of 

climate solution 

Agriculture: 80-90% 

of deforestation 



 

• 2013 European Commission report 

 

• “The EU was the first global importer of 

embodied deforestation between 1990  

and 2008” 

 

• 34 policy options 

 



Feasible 

Acceptable 

Fast and lasting 

benefits for 

forests & people 

CI studies on policy options 
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3 key priorities for lasting impact 

  

 

1. Provide one common baseline for 

sustainable supply chains  

 

2. Invest in sustainable intensification  

of agriculture production   

 

3. Invest in managing forests 
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One common baseline 

 

 
- A wide range of stakeholders demand it 

 

- EU institutions are best placed globally 

 

 

 Policy options from the EC 2013 report 

 
• Strengthen voluntary certification schemes 

 

• Extend biofuels criteria to other uses of the same 

crops 
 

• Sustainable public procurement guidelines 
 

• Labelling 
 

• Sustainability criteria 
 

• Monitoring tool + research on EU impact 
 

• Awareness-raising on the link between food 

consumption and footprint 
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Invest in sustainable intensification 

 

 

 

• Trade-offs will intensify 

 

• Overconsumption and food waste need to be adressed 

 

• Continuous increase in yields: 
 

- is required 

- must be done sustainably 

- must be achieved in a time of climate change 

- requires assistance to smallhoders 

 

 

  Policy options from the EC 2013 report 

 
• Promote sustainable intensification 

 

• Promote sustainable and climate smart agriculture in 

developing countries 
 

• Launch research calls to identify adequate 

technologies 
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Management of forest areas  

 

• How to maintain forest services? 
 

• Protected areas 

• Conservation agreements 

• REDD+  

 

 

Policy options from the EC 2013 report 
 

• Promote REDD+  

 



Action plan 



Invest  

in sustainable 

intensification  

of agriculture 

Invest in REDD+  

and other forest  

management tools 

Provide  

one common baseline 

EU action plan 
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Thank you ! 

Jean-Philippe Palasi 

Senior Director, European Policy 

 

jppalasi@conservation.org 

@ jppalasi 

 

 
 


