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Industry Participants: 
• Individual 
companies 
• National assoc’s 
• ECPA 
 

Collaboration 
Stakeholders 
• Researchers 
• Farmers 
• Food Industry 
• NGOs 
 

Engagement: 
• Local  
• National  
• Pan-European 
• Global 
 

Stakeholder Platform on Bee Health 



Stewardship 
Seed Treatment Stewardship  
Individual Companies, ESTA + Farmers  
 
In addition to normal PPP label 
instructions/guidance on: 
•Deflector technology to minimize dust 
emission at sowing   
•Best practice & setting quality standards 
for seed treatment plants 
 
BayerCropScience 
•End user support/training, in the seed 
treatment plant & on the field 

•‘Hotlines’ & online support 
 
Foliar Spray Stewardship 
Industry Companies + farmers 
 
•Pollinator friendly spraying 
•Training & promoting Drift Reduction 
Technology - Dow AgroSciences – 80% 
increase in uptake of low drift nozzles 
in Italy & UK 
•Support & development of Dropleg 
technology to minimize exposure of bees 
to foliar sprays e.g.Syngenta, Bayer 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
‘No to drift campaign’ has been successful in Italy and the UK with a significant increase of the use of low spray drift nozzles following the training events organised: up to 88% in the UK and a similar figure in Italy.  



Habitat, forage (biodiversity) 

Multifunctional Role of 
Field Margins in Arable 
Farming (ECPA – 
Providing Information) 
 
•European literature review. 
 

•Descriptions of the different 
types of field margins (FM). 
 

•How FM implementation can be 
optimised for different 
conservation objectives – inc. 
honey bee and other 
pollinators 



Habitat, forage (biodiversity) 

Operation Pollinator 
(Syngenta + Sainsburys, 
Unilever, CEH, DEFRA, 
Wildlife Farming Company) 
 
International program to boost 
number of pollinating insects on 
commercial farms.  
 
Creates specific FM habitats, 
tailored to local conditions & 
native insects. 
 
• Flowering plant seed mixes 
• FM Management advice 
 

Qualifies for Env Subsidies 
under e.g. CAP  
  



Stewardship 

INSPIA  
(ECPA  + ECAF - European 
Conservation Agriculture Federation 
IAD - Institut de l'Agriculture Durable) 
 

European Index for Sustainable Productive 
Agriculture 
 
 

•Provide index of farm sustainability based on 
a set of verifiable indicators eg:-   
 provision of pollinator habitat and forage 
 optimised use of pesticides 

•Demonstrate that BMPs help to achieve 
sustainability in European agriculture 
•Productivity not forgotten – BMPS deliver 
benefits for productivity and biodiversity  
•Validate, demonstrate, communicate BMPs 
•58 project farms in ES, FR, BE & DE 
 
www.inspia-europe.eu  

Habitat, forage 
(biodiversity) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ECAF = European Conservation Agriculture FederationIAD = Institute for Sustainable Agriculture (Institut de l'Agriculture Durable) 

http://www.inspia-europe.eu/
http://www.inspia-europe.eu/
http://www.inspia-europe.eu/
http://www.inspia-europe.eu/


Habitat, forage (biodiversity) 

“Research, suggests that at least a 
seven per cent increase in flower-
rich habitat is needed in order to 
double pollinator abundance. “ 

Farm4bio 
(Syngenta, BASF, BCS, BASF, Dow, 
DuPont, BTO, Rothamstead, DEFRA, 
HGCA, Processors and Growers 
Research Organisation &The Arable 
Group.) 
 
•Does pro-active habitat 
management with advisory back up 
lead to higher levels of biodiversity? 

•Are there relationships between the 
proportion of uncropped land and 
levels of biodiversity, and can 
thresholds be identified? 

•How should this land be arranged in 
the landscape? 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note also: Bayer is supporting another long-term projects conducted by two ecology institutes in Germany (IFAB and ILN) to quantify the effects of flowering strips to the diversity of pollinators in agricultural landscapes, which is now ongoing since 2010 and is intended to be further continued. One of the institutes (ILN) is associated with a conservationist NGO, i.e. NABU, therefore this may be a good example of existing collaboration with NGOs. A picture of one of the project areas is attached. You may want to consider to include a reference to this project in the presentation.



Control of pathogens & parasites (inc. 
veterinary)  

Solutions for the control of 
the Varroa mite:  
 
Monsanto 

• BioDirectTM  (new technology in 
R&D) 
 

BASF  
• MAQSTM Beehive Strip (formic 

acid) 
 

Bayer CropScience 
• Supporting Arista foundation Bee 

Research on Varroa Resistant 
Honeybees 

• VarroaGate (new method of 
delivery of acaricide) 

• Exploration of new varroacidal 
active ingredients 



Post-registration Activities 

Monitoring: 
Syngenta & BCS funding CEH large-scale 
monitoring study investigating impact of Neonic-
treated oilseed rape on honeybees, bumble bees 
& solitary bees in UK, Germany & Hungary. 
Sunflower & Neonic Honeybee monitoring in 
Spain with INIA & Univ Cordoba. 
 
Risk Mitigation: 
BCS & Syngenta developing new technology to 
reduce dust exposure of bees during drilling of 
neonic treated seeds: i.e. driller deflectors; seed 
fluency agents; dust removal technology.   

 
Research Projects 
Syngenta + Rothamsted, Exeter University, 
Warwick University,  Helmolz University 
Developed a Honeybee Colony Population Model 
 
Syngenta + Southampton University developing 
a honeybee tracking device 
 



Outreach 
Pollination Station (ECPA) 
www.pollination-station.eu  
Providing Publically Available Information   
 
Pollinators & Agriculture (ECPA) 
•Report – relationship between pollinators 
and agricultural production eg describes 
BMPs for pollinator protection, promotion 
 
Bayer Bee Care Centre(s) (Bayer 
CropScience) 
•Monheim, DE  
•North Carolina, USA 
 
Publishing of Company Bee Data 
e.g. Maus et al. 2003, Schmuck et al. 2005, 
Maus 2008; Pilling et al, 2013; Thompson et 
al 2015; Thompson & Miles, 2015;  

http://www.pollination-station.eu/
http://www.pollination-station.eu/
http://www.pollination-station.eu/


Stakeholder Platform on Bee Health 
Participants to the platform: 
•Academics 
•Beekeepers 
•ECPA 
•European Commission 
(observer). 
•NGOs 
•Organic farmers 
•PPP Industry 
•Veterinary medicine Industry 

Objectives of the Platform:  
•Collection of existing bee health related projects and 
activities (i.e. monitoring /surveys in the EU and 
beyond. 
 

•Organisation of a dedicated workshop to guide next 
steps- to provide recommendations to contribute to 
bee health improvement in Europe. (Q2 2016) 



Thank you for your attention! 
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