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“When hunting these great apes, no-one with a spark of feeling can free himself from 

the thought that killing them is akin to murder.  They are so very human and 

interesting, the young ones so unsuspicious of danger, the older ones of full of 

curiosity, that hunting them can hardly be called sport...  we again crept on, 

eventually surprising the whole family party of ten or more, squatting about near the 

top of the bank, for all the world like a lot of solemn pot-bellied black bears;  ... on 

the hill slope opposite, there stalked, unconscious of our presence, my great 

acquaintance of the morning, crested and bearded head, ruff, silver back and all.  A 

grand sight and a gallant beast, surely.  Good for me, I made a bulls’-eye at 200 yards 

and brought him rolling down the slope – dead”. 

  

T. Alexander Barns, 1924, ‘Across the Great Craterland to the Congo’ 



 



   Unintended consequences of trophy hunting: 

 

• Social disruption leading to increased mortality 

through fighting and infanticide 

• Killing the ‘best’ specimen is the opposite of 

natural selection, with long term evolutionary 

consequences if it happens every year. 

• Ecological impact – removing an individual in 

his/her prime removes decades worth of the 

ecological role of that individual. 



 



 



 



 





 



• Uganda receives ~20,000 visitors per year to apes 

• In 2007, permits brought in $4.7 million 

• Hotels and services created 70,000 jobs 

• Tourism now tops foreign exchange earnings 

• Brings in about $300 million per year 

• Revenue sharing has funded 181community 

projects – clinics, schools, community centres, 

bridges, roads, maize mills and a water project.  

                    Source:  Uganda Wildlife Authority, 2008. 
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R.E.D.D.+ 
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation 

+co-benefits: biodiversity, livelihoods, rainfall, etc. 

 

Can Carbon $$$$$ Fund Forest Conservation? 



www.vets.ucar.edu/vg/CCM3T170/index.shtml 

http://www.vets.ucar.edu/vg/CCM3T170/index.shtml




 



 



If you value the forest,  

protect the gardeners!  

www.4apes.com 


