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At a time where agriculture accounts for 44% of water abstraction in Europe and where climate 

change increases water stresses, the supply of water is a key determinant for farmers to ensure 

high yields and a good quality of food production. On the other hand, EU agriculture has a 

negative impact on 90% of river basins in Europe. The excessive use of nutrients and pesticides or 

intensive abstraction are three main causes. At European level, different instruments exist to 

promote sustainability in this sector. The Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) sets rural 

development measures linked to effective and sustainable water management, while the Water 

Framework Directive (WFD) aims at improving water quality through river basin management 

plans. However, implementation gaps hamper the efficiency of these measures. 

This meeting will gather high-level policy-makers, stakeholders, experts and representatives from 

the civil society, to exchange and discuss the issue of water management in agriculture, and the 

challenges faced by Europe in the strive to improve the sustainability of the European agricultural 

model.   

 

 

  

BREAKFAST DEBATE 



 

                                                        

 
Contact: Paolo Mattana, Intergroup Secretariat -  paolo.mattana@ebcd.org, + 32 2 230 30 70 

                                                    

DRAFT AGENDA 
 
 
08:00-08:05   Welcoming words by the Chair MEP Michel Dantin   
 
             
08:05-08:15 Pierre Bascou, Director “Sustainability and income support”, DG AGRI, European 

Commission 
 
 
08:15-08:22 Claire McCamphill, Policy Officer “Implementation Water Framework Directive 

& water policy”, DG ENV, European Commission 
 
 
08:22-08:29 Claudia Castell-Exner, Vice-President of EurEau  
 
 
08:29-08:36 Martina Mlinaric, Senior Policy Officer Biodiversity & Water, WWF  
 
 
08:36-08:43 Valentin Opfermann, Policy Advisor, COPA-COGECA  
 
 
08:43-09:25 Questions and discussion with the participants  
 
 
09:25-09:30   Concluding remarks by the Chair MEP Michel Dantin   
 
 
 
 


