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Concept note - IMPAC4 Symposium:
MPAs and food security

Time and venue
Wednesday 6 September 2017 at 15:00-16:00 hrs in Salon Bahia 1

Symposium organisers

The symposium is jointly organised by the FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department and the IUCN
Fisheries Expert Group (CEM-FEG) and EBCD

Introduction

Aquatic resources form the basis of food security and livelihoods for many millions of people around
the world and responsible resource management is a prerequisite for sustaining their livelihoods,
well-being and food security, now and in the future. Overexploitation of resources, environmental
degradation, social inequities, tenure insecurity and poverty are some of the interconnected threats
in the lives of many coastal and rural communities.

The use of marine protected areas (MPAs) as a tool to protect aquatic ecosystems and reverse the
degradation of habitats continues to receive increasing attention. MPAs are also increasingly being
promoted as a measure for addressing overfishing and unsustainable resource utilization. Spatial-
temporal fishing closures, including full closures, as a management tool have a long history in
fisheries and predate the current concept of MPAs for biodiversity conservation. However, for
fisheries management and the promotion of sustainable use of resources, while MPAs may have a
particular role in protecting habitats and some non-target species, they are only one tool among
many, and are not necessarily the most effective one. Moreover, while MPAs are often nested in the
environment and livelihoods of fishing communities, their contribution to and impact on these
livelihoods and food security tend not to be well known.

This symposium on MPAs and food security will present a general overview of MPAs in relation to
food security and what our current apparent knowledge is with regard to this topic. It will also
provide views of small-scale fishing communities on how they perceive the impact of MPA on food
security and livelihoods. Possible approaches and pathways for how to better ensure the
contribution of MPAs to food security and sustainable livelihoods will be discussed as well as needs
for improved knowledge and information in this respect.

Symposium format

The symposium will take the form of a panel and include presentations and panellist and open
discussions. It will draw on the contents of the recently published FAO/IUCN-CEM-FEG technical
paper Marine protected areas: Interactions with fishery livelihoods and food security, which builds on
work presented at the 2014 IUCN World Parks Congress.



http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/9ea9ba18-3d8d-4ac4-bebb-a809e59ce70f/
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Programme
Time Agenda Responsible
15:00-15:05 | Welcome Serge Garcia, IUCN-FEG
Facilitator:  Michel Kaiser,
IUCN-FEG
15:05-15:20 | MPAs and food security — What do we know? Serge Garcia, IUCN-FEG
15:20-15:35 | Panellist interventions (5-7 min each) Facilitated by Michel Kaiser,
IUCN-FEG
- Miguel Avalos, CONAPACH
- Angélica Mendéz, Red de Pescadores del
Atlantico, Guatemala
- Stefan Gelcich, Center for Marine
Conservation, Pontificia Universidad Catdlica
de Chile
15:40-15:50 | Open and panellist discussion Facilitator Michel Kaiser, IUCN-
FEG
15:50-15:55 | Closure

Video Pacific small-scale fisheries




