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HCWH VISION, MISSION AND GOALS 

Healthcare mobilises 

its ethical, economic 

and political  

influence to create 

an ecologically 

sustainable, equitable 

and healthy world. 

Transform healthcare 

worldwide so that it reduces 

its environmental footprint, 

becomes a community 

anchor for sustainability, and 

a leader in the global 

movement for environmental 

health and justice. 

Vision Mission Overarching goals 

1. Protect Public Health 

from Climate Change 

 

2. Transform the Supply 

Chain 

 

3. Build Leadership for 

Environmental Health 



© Health Care Without Harm (HCWH) Europe 2017 

RIGHT TO ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
AND ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE 
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SAFER PHARMA CAMPAIGN 

The aim of this 
campaign: 

Achieve new EU 
legislation that starts 
curbing pharmaceutical 
pollution, an EU law that 
will take action, which in 
turn will lead to a 
measurable reduction of 
pharmaceuticals in the 
environment over time. 

Protect the environment 
from pharmaceutical 
pollution at all stage of 
their life cycle. 
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Facts 
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IWW, 2014 => 631 pharmaceuticals detected 
(of 713 analysed) in 71 countries  across all 

continents     



© Health Care Without Harm (HCWH) Europe 2017 

THE ENVIRONMENT - A RESERVOIR 
FOR THE SPREAD OF ANTIMICROBIAL 

RESISTANCE  



How Can Pharmaceuticals  
in the Environment Affect the Aquatic Biota?  

(15) Jobling S et al. 1998.  

(19) Lazarus RS et al. 2014.  

. 

Enrofloxacin, Ciprofloxacin 

Antibiotics 

Cyanobacterium (Anabaena flosaquae) 

Duckweed (Lemna minor) 

Growth inhibition 

Laboratory 

Ebert et al. 2011 
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Limitations & unknowns 
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Risks for human health?  

Emergence and spread 
of antimicrobial 

resistance via the 
environment? 

Limited capacity and 
access for ERA 

datasets; to be taken 
into account for the 

overall benefit/risk when 
applying for a MA 

GMP do not address 
discharges of APIs into 

the environment 

APIs  are not considered 
polluting substances in 

the IED 
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WWT 
technologies 

unable to 
completely 

remove 
pharmaceuticals; 

pharmaceuticals 
in irrigation water, 
sludge or manure 
not addressed in 

the policy 
measures  

Lack of 
awareness 

among health 
professionals and 
the general public 

on the 
environmental 

aspects 
(education on the 

proper 
consumption and 

procurement 
practices) 

No EU-wide 
targeted 

monitoring of 
pharmaceuticals 
in surface and 
ground waters  

Detailed 
information 

regarding the 
implementation 
and efficiency of 

collection 
schemes 

throughout 
Europe highly 
scattered and 

deficient 
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To Act or Not to Act? 
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Zero emissions and benign by design drugs => What happens with 
pharmaceuticals that are already present into the environment? 

Between what has been scientifically proven to be problematic, what 
emerging research suggests is problematic and taking the 

precautionary principle approach, how, where and when should we 
act?  

Health effects of chronic exposure to pharmaceuticals and chlid 
exposure have not been studied. 



© Health Care Without Harm (HCWH) Europe 2017 

Thank you! 


