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COMBATING TRANSNATIONAL ORGANISED CRIME IN 

THE FISHING INDUSTRY: GLOBAL CHALLENGES AND 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
 

Fight against illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing 
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The Kabou Case / Red Case  

 

 

 

 

• The situation began in June, 2006; 

• The Norwegian authorities inspected the fhishing vessel  Kabou in the  Barents Sea; 

• At that time the vessel had the Guinea Conakry flag; 

• The vessel was seized and Norwegian authorities fined the captain and the owner for 

illegal fishing and consequently notified NEAFC; 

• At that time the vessel IMO was 6614700 and IRCS XXA-182 
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The Kabou Case / Red Case  

 

• NEAFC listed the vessel in the A-IUU list with the IMO 6614700 
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The Kabou Case / Red Case  

 

 

 

 

 

• The  image show a vessel that caught fire in 2002, named Kabou - IMO 

6614700 - IRCS XXA-182 

 

• This was the IMO and IRCS given to the Norwegian inspectores , when 

they inspected the Kabou 
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The Kabou Case / Red Case  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• After the fire, the owner  bought a new vessel named Lootus with a 

Estonian flag – IMO 6706084 

• Lootus was the vessel inspected in the Barents Sea with the name 

Kabou 
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The Kabou Case / Red Case   

 

• In August 2006, the ship came to the port of Aveiro in Portugal and was 

subjected to an inspection with the participation of norwegian inspectors 

invited by the portuguese authorities. 

 

• After the inspection the vessel departed from the port of Aveiro, in 

20/09/2006. 
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The Kabou Case / Red Case  

 

 

 

 

• In 2008 a vessel named “RED” with  IRCS 3EJI3/ IMO6706084 and  Panama 

flag arrived at the port of Aveiro, Portugal. 

 

 

 

 

 
 Red 

colour 



8 

The Kabou Case / Red Case  

With the cooperation between NEAFC, Greenpeace and the 

Portuguese and Norwegian authorities, it was conclued that the Red 

was actually the Kabou with the IMO of Lootus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

As mentioned by Greenpeace “…during the inspection of the 

Kabou in Norway 2006…multiple Indentity papers were discovered 

onboard the Joana/ kabou/Lootus, including those of the former 

Austral.” 

“ Indentity confusion is a well-known pirate tactic”  
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The Kabou Case / Red Case  

 

 

 

 

After the situation was detected, the RED vessel was listed in the IUU B-list  
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The Kabou Case / Red Case  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

• As a result, the vessel was prohibited from leaving the port or receiving 

any port services. 

•  In the end it was decided to demolish the vessel. 
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The Kabou Case / Red Case  
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Thanks for your attention 


