
1955 -  

“As yet we do not know the ocean well enough. 

Much must still be learned. Nevertheless, we are 

already beginning to understand that what it has to 

offer extends beyond the limits of our imagination - 

that someday men will learn that in its bounty the 

sea is inexhaustible.” 





1947 - 
On Kon-Tiki, for 101 days, we saw no sign of man  (…) 
 

1969 - 
But on Ra I, we had hardly been to sea three days before we discovered that we were in something like a city sewer 
(…). 
 

1970 - 
So on the Ra II voyage (…) we saw plastic containers, nylon bags, empty bottles, all sorts of refuse. 
 

      - Thor Heyerdahl (Interview in 1972) 

https://www.lds.org/new-era/1972/04/an-interview-with-
famed-explorer-thor-heyerdahl?lang=eng 



(...) 

 

Some of the people 
some of the people 
with plastic hand bags 
and plastic dreams 
destroying their lives 
 
Plastics nevermore 
in my life again 
so I'm leaving town 
 

(...) 

Song: Plastics Nevermore 

Album: “The End of the World” (1968)  

Band: Aphrodite’s Child     

Demis Roussos, Vangelis Papathanassiou, Loukas Sideras 



The End of the Holocene and the Rise of 
the Anthropocene 



Among the array of 

proxies that might be used 

as (...) secondary markers 

include plastic (...) 

 [to establish the overall nature of the 

Anthropocene as a potential 

chronostratigraphic/geochronologic 

unit] 

The End of the Holocene and the Rise of 
the Anthropocene 

https://www.upi.com/Science_News/2016/01/27/Scientists-say-Anthropocene-epoch-is-the-Age-of-Plastic/5331453915485/ 


