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Our Marine Conservation Targets Plan

* In 2016, the Government of Canada launched its five-point plan
for achieving 10% marine and coastal protection by 2020.
* Five point plan:
1. Finish what was started,;
2. Protect large offshore areas;

3. Protect areas under pressure where marine protected area
(MPA) network development is occurring;

4. Advancing “Other Effective Area Based Conservation
Measures”; and

5. Establishing Oceans Act MPAs more effectively and with
interim protection where needed.
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Developing OECM Criteria & Guidance

To support the development of a science-based framework for identifying marine
OECMs in Canada:

— Formal science advice was sought on the characteristic and factors of a measure that would
contribute to biodiversity outcomes.

— National operational guidance and criteria for marine OECMs was developed.

Our OECM criteria requires that area-based management measure meet all five
criteria to be identified as a marine OECM:

1. Has a clearly defined geographic location that is spatially defined;

2. Includes ecological components of interest, including an important habitat and species;
3. Has conservation or stock management objectives;

4. Has a long-term duration of implementation; and

5. Effectively conserves the ecological components of interest from existing and foreseeable
pressures.

More than 1,000 existing fisheries area closures were inventoried.
By the end of 2017, approximately 51 fisherjes area closures met criteria.  (Canadal
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Next Steps for Canada

 As we continue to work towards the 10% target by 2020, we will use our
criteria to identify and establish new OECMs.

« We will work with our international and Canadian partners to seek
alignment between DFO'’s criteria and the CBD'’s voluntary guidance.

« We intend to strengthen our OECMs by:
— Exploring options for monitoring to determine effectiveness of these measures

— Proposing amendments to the Fisheries Act to create biodiversity regulations in support
of a long-term protection approach

« We will work with our partners to address emerging threats as they arise.

* QOur OECMs are being integrated as complementary measures to protected
areas in the context of MPA network development.
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Contact Information

 Christie Chute, Director,
Marine Conservation

— Christie.Chute@dfo-
mpo.gc.ca

* Further information can be
found at

— http://www.dfo-
mpo.qc.ca/oceans/oeabcm-

amcepz/index-eng.html

Other Effective Area-Based
Conservation Measures:

Domestically, the Government of
Canada has committed to
increasing the protection of
marine and coastal areas to 5%
by 2017 and 10% by 2020.

2. Conservation or stock management

objectives ﬂ
The measure must hawve a conservason of 8 1
siock managemeant objective that directly

relates to at laast one species of regional
mportance or habitat that &s important to

biodiversity conservation

; 3. Presence of ecological components
of interest
'llnmcsuremmlllwﬂo_mmm

as a species of regional Importance that uses
that habnat

4, Long-term duration of implementation
The measure must either be entrenched in
logsiation or regulabion, of there must be clear
evidence that the measure is inended for the
long term

5. The ecological components of interest
are conserved
No human activites that are incompatible with
conservabon of the ecologcal components of

interest may ocour of be foreseaable within the
defined geographic location,
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