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Public interest in ocean plastics has 

never been higher 

 
• 8 million tonnes of plastics enter 

into the ocean every year.  

• Equivalent to the weight of the entire 

population of Germany, Netherlands 

and Belgium combined. 

 

• WWF Living Planet report: 40% 

decline in marine life in the last 40 

years.  

 

• Marine pollution identified amongst 

the top threats. 

 

 



Citizens, businesses & governments are taking action! 
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How do we fill the legal gap? 
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• No clear obligations concerning the 

management of plastic waste by 

states;  
 

• No clear global rules, standards or 

recommended practices and 

procedures;  
 

• No common reporting and review 

mechanisms;  
 

• No financial mechanism for 

supporting states in their efforts to 

implement such obligations.  

Status quo is unacceptable 
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