
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Join the discussions on Twitter,  
via using the hashtags #SDGs and #ClimateAction 

 
In her Agenda for Europe, Commission President elect Ursula von der Leyen gave top priority to environmental and 

climate issues, referring to environmental protection as the European Union’s most urgent action. In order for the EU 

to progressively reduce its environmental impact and achieve a climate-neutral Europe by 2050, it needs to ensure 

sustainable food systems and provide effective water management; this is fundamental for human health, social and 

economic development as well as for our planet’s ecosystem. It is also essential that it focuses on ocean governance 

since - apart from supplying 50% of the oxygen we breathe - oceans and seas provide ecosystem services that are key 

to food security and sustainable livelihoods. In addition, sustainable forestry represents an important solution towards 

the conservation of biodiversity and combating climate change. In fact, even if forests and wooded areas in the 

European territory - representing 43% of its land - have grown over the last decades, recent major wildfires across the 

continent show that conservation and sustainable use of forests are still not fully ensured by current policies. 

Furthermore, the delivery of a circular economy that avoids unnecessary waste, promotes recycling and reutilisation of 

larger amounts of natural resources is an environmental priority of significant importance, alongside a sustainable bio-

economy that supports the creation of new value chains. Last but not least, it is key that Europe safeguards clean 

energy and transport in full alignment with its climate goals. 

 

The achievement of the above is directly linked with the implementation of the United Nations’ Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), which are grounded in inclusivity and at the heart of the pledge to “leave no one behind”. 

It is this universality of the SDGs that provides a unique opportunity to address highly interconnected global issues 

through cross-cutting comprehensive solutions. While the EU has been one of the leading forces behind the UN 2030 

Agenda, a multi-stakeholder approach cutting across political, sectoral and institutional divides is required for the EU to 

present a coherent strategy for achieving the SDGs within the next decade.  

 

As a result, this event will bring together policy-makers, the private sector and NGOs to jointly discuss the key 

environmental challenges ahead and, moreover, the crucial importance of delivering the SDGs. The event will feature 

the launch of the European Marine Board’s policy brief ‘Navigating the Future V: Recommendations for the Ocean 

Decade’. This document provides recommendations developed by European experts to ensure that ocean science 

supports and guides the implementation of the SDGs, which is the focus of the UN Decade of Ocean Science for 

Sustainability (2021-2030). An increased use of ocean resources is required to achieve the SDGs and this must be done 

within the context of protecting biodiversity and ecosystem services to ensure their long-term sustainability. 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/political-guidelines-next-commission_en.pdf
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals.html%20-
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals.html%20-
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AGENDA 

 
 

12:00 - 12:10 Networking coffee 
 
12:10 - 12:15 Welcome by Miapetra Kumpula-Natri MEP 
 
12:15 - 12:25 Keynote address by Luc Bas, Director, European Regional Office, IUCN 
 
12:25 – 13:00  Panel discussion on ‘Water Management, Sustainable Forest Management, and Clean Energy 

& Transport’, moderated by Miapetra Kumpula-Natri MEP: 
• Carla Chiaretti, Head of Policy, EurEau 
• Elsi Katainen MEP 
• Simone Schmiedtbauer MEP 
• Fanny-Pomme Langue, Secretary General, CEPF 
• Katalin Cseh MEP 
• Roby Biwer, Vice-Chair, ENVE Commission of the Committee of the Regions 
 

13:00 - 13:35  Panel discussion on ‘Sustainable Food Systems, Circular Economy & Bioeconomy, and Ocean 
Governance’, moderated by Dr. Gilles Lericolais, Chair, European Marine Board: 
• Sarah Wiener MEP 
• Ms. Veronika Juch, Liaison Officer, FAO Liaison Office  
• Mohammed Chahim MEP 
• Dirk Carrez, Executive Director, Bio-based Industries Consortium, European 

Bioeconomy Alliance 
• Pierre Karleskind MEP 
• Ben Boteler, Strong High Seas Project Co-Leader, Institute for Advanced 

Sustainability Studies  
 
13:35 - 13:45 “Marine science for sustainable development” 

Dr. Anne-Marie Treguier, ‘Navigating the Future V’ Policy Brief Author & CNRS Research 
Director, University of Bretagne  

 
13:45 - 13:55 Discussion with the audience 
 
13:55 - 14:00 Video-message by Petros Kokkalis MEP 


