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As a major consumer of natural gas, Europe plays a significant role in driving an urgent climate problem: methane 
emissions. At least one-quarter of today’s warming is caused by manmade methane emissions – and the oil and gas 
industry accounts for about 25% of this. In order to avoid the worst effects of climate change, EU needs to 
fundamentally review its dependence on oil and gas as primary energy sources, while also deploying technologies 
that reduce emissions from the production and use of these two fuels. 
 
According to the International Energy Agency, the oil and gas sector can cut methane emissions by 75% using current 
technologies – up to two-thirds of that at no net cost. In its brief titled, "Limiting the Climate Impacts of the EU's gas 
supply", EDF outlines options for the EU to set clear policies for cutting methane emissions. The report comes at a 
critical time, as climate change has risen to the top of the EU political agenda. To achieve the Paris goals, Europe’s 
2020 Gas Market Reform must tackle emissions in the energy system today, while creating the framework for 
Europe’s future sustainability. Reform of the EU gas package represents the next big opportunity for policy-makers 
to demonstrate that climate will be a cornerstone of EU energy policy. 
 
As a result, this event aspires to address the main issues relating to the EU’s footprint on global methane emissions 
from oil and gas. It is an invitation to consider some of the immediate opportunities to lead, ensuring coherent policy 
responses across energy, climate, sustainable finance, industrial policy, space policy, R&D and the geopolitical 
dimension. Presentations at this event will include knowledge from science, economics, investment and technology 
developers to offer understanding of the problem and feasibility of solutions. 
 

https://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/content/EUMethane-Brief.pdf
https://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/content/EUMethane-Brief.pdf


 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

DRAFT AGENDA 

 

 
15:00 - 15:15 Welcome by MEP Katalin Cseh  
 
 
15:15 - 15:30 Keynote address by Poppy Kalesi, Director Global Energy, Environmental 

Defense Fund 
 
 
15:30 - 15:45 Stefano Grassi, Head of Cabinet to Commissioner Kadri Simson, European 

Commission 
 
 
15:45 - 15:55 Francisco Pablo de la Flor, Board Member, GIE (Gas Infrastructure Europe) 
 
 
15:55 - 16:05 Esther Bollendorff, EU Gas Policy Coordinator, CAN Europe 
 
 
16:05 - 16:15 Dr. James Watson, Secretary General, Eurogas  
 
 
16:15 - 16:25 Mark Radka, Chief of Energy and Climate Branch, Economy Division, United 

Nations Environment Programme  
 
 
16:25 - 16:35 Reactions by: 

o MEP Nicolás González Casares 
o MEP Jutta Paulus 

 
 
16:35 - 16:50 Discussion with the audience, moderated by Poppy Kalesi (EDF) 
 
 
16:50 - 17:00 Closing remarks by MEP Nicolás González Casares & MEP Jutta Paulus 


